THOUGHTS AND  FANCIES
though, in fact, their talk was no worse, if less
witty, than hers had been six months before.
She bit off the head of one idiot on the beach
who tried some absurd compliment as to a
sonnet about her snowy feet on the summer
sands.   To another who seriously aspired to fill
the vacancy  she was  now known  to  have
created she gave the castigation of his life, which
he thought grossly unfair on any reasonable
construction of the ethical code by which he was
justified in presuming she was guided.   It's not
as if I were trying to butt in between a loving
couple, he thought ruefully.   To a third fellow-
guest she was unforgivably rude on a slight
provocation, and the aggrieved woman acidly
retorted that it was evident that the accident in
April had had more serious results than had
been diagnosed, and that a period of seclusion
and mental treatment was clearly indicated.
They made it up in a fashion next day, but
Milly took herself off prematurely, alone with
her maid, to the farther parts of Brittany, to
the great relief of the others, among whom
there was some amiable speculation as to whom
it was likely she was going to meet.   In fact,
she got away from all her acquaintances, and her
worst diversion in her small hotel was her
handling of an ineffable vicomte, whom she
allowed to develop to the fullness of his fatuity
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